LESSON 3B
VISIONING EMPOWERS HOPE

THE GOAL OF THIS LESSON
To learn how visioning communicates “why?” You’ll learn to think differently about current challenges
you face with your children in general and, in particular, will see the benefits of working on honor in
your home. Young people will learn how “others-focused” thinking is customer service and is practiced
right now in the family.

WHEN YOU’RE DONE WITH THIS LESSON
You’ll use visioning to move kids toward where they need to go instead of just focusing on their
problems.
You’ll feel inspired to help your kids see what needs to be done and do it without being told
using the biblical concept of honor.
You’ll be able to transfer responsibility to your child and use honor in the “Getting Things Done”
Department in order to train children to take initiative.
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STARTING STRONG
Parents
Honor Changes People
When it comes to a biblical understanding of
childrearing, many parents focus on obedience but
don’t know what to do with honor. Both are mandates
for children to learn. We can define honor as “Treating
people as special, doing more than what’s expected,
and having a good attitude.” In short, honor is customer
service brought home. It teaches children to think of
others instead of themselves and look for things that
need to be done and do them without being told. It
teaches children to be kind and compassionate.
Honor isn’t optional. It’s part of the job description of
a child. Practice using the term at home and teaching
children how to honor you, others, and even the home
you live in. You might ask your child, “What is an
honor thing you can do today?” Or, “It looks like your
brother needs some care. Maybe you could show him
some honor.” Or, “Would you please go into the living
room and do an honor check and see what you can
do to make it better?” Take time to teach honor and
you’ll help kids dramatically. Honor is God’s
anti-selfishness curriculum and it starts in the home.

Young People
Look for Ways to Give, not
Just Take
Have you ever noticed that some people seem to be
“Takers” and others are “Givers?” One of the signs of
maturity is that people learn to give and take but the
balance tends to lean to the giving side. It’s these people
that do better in life, are appreciated more, and who
feel better about themselves. And, most importantly, they
are being more godly. God himself is characterized as a
giver. Take a few minutes and evaluate yourself. In fact,
maybe watch yourself during the day and look for ways
you might increase your giving side. A kind word to a
sibling, a helpful action for a parent, and an encouraging
comment to a friend are all ways that you can give to
others. Even if people don’t notice or appreciate it, you’ll
know that you are doing the right things and that’s one of
the greatest rewards.

A Parent’s Prayer for Patience
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Father, thank you for your patience with me. I’m so grateful that you’re committed to my growth and strength. Please help me know what that patience looks
like with my own child. I suppose that my own fears cloud my thinking at times.
I become afraid of what others think of me as a parent or afraid of my child’s
future if these current problems are not changed. I know I need to persevere and
do my job as a parent, but Lord, please give me patience to trust in you in the
process. That’s a hard balance, trust and action, but I want to do it well with
your grace. Please give me the patience today to look past the immediate to the
bigger picture. Let my responses today be centered on what you would want in
my child’s life and not in my own selfishness. Please help me to be patient today.
Amen.
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Taking Notes During the Video
Visioning helps move kids to a new level by building
internal motivation.

Children, obey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor
your father and mother”—which
is the first commandment with a
promise— “so that it may go well with
you and that you may enjoy long life
on the earth.”
Ephesians 6:1-3

For I know the plans I have
for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and
a future.
Jeremiah 29:11

COOPERATION INDEX
-10
Resistant
Defiant
Bad attitude

0
Compliant

+10
Seeing what needs to be done and doing it,
Contributing to family life,
Getting things done smoothly.

The Meeting

Honor is…
Treating people as special,
doing more than what’s
expected, and having a

How to help children develop more cooperation

good attitude.
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